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INSIDE:

by Irene Rivas and 
Steve McKenzie

Home sales decreased 51.5
percent in March in Lake
County compared with the same
period a year ago, while the
median price of a home fell
23.2 percent, according to infor-

mation gathered from the Lake
County Multiple Listing Service

(MLS).
“It seems like

sales are dropping
like a rock,” said Phil
Smoley, owner bro-
ker of CPS Country
Air Properties.  “But
like a bungee chord,
the farther it drops
the harder and faster

it will rebound.” There is no
way to know how long this
trend will continue.  Some
markets in the country have
bottomed out, others are still
plummeting.  All indications in
Lake County show that prices

may
have
bot-
tomed
out
howev-
er
savvy
buyers
are tak-
ing
advantage of the low prices
while they can before prices go
back up.

“Sales continue to be
dragged down by the ongoing
effects of both the credit/liq-
uidity crunch and tighter
underwriting standards that

have reduced the pool of quali-
fied buyers who can obtain a
loan,” said California
Association of Realtors,
(C.A.R.) President William E.
Brown.

“It is crucial that FHA
reform legislation currently

Real Estate Market Red Hot For Buyers

—RED HOT continued on back page

—STARK continued on page 15

—PARK continued on page 9

Customers Go Organic at Barber’s Country Farm
If you’re looking for organic

vegetables and plants, check out
Barber’s Country Farm in
Kelseyville, a local nursery
owned by Rick and Laura Barber.

“I basically grow organic
vegetable plants and sell to
local nurseries and customers

Battle of the Bands
The Kelseyville Business Association would like to invite

Lake County High School age Bands to participate in our Battle
of the Bands competition. Bands interested in competing can
send in their CD’s or schedule an appointment for one of the
judges to view you live. All applicants will be reviewed by our
panel of music industry judges and the top 5 will be selected to
participate in our “Kicking in the Country Battle of the Bands”.
This event will take place on Main Street in Historic Downtown

Road Maintenance Benefit Zone
Considered by Community
(KELSEYVILLE)—The Clear Lake Riviera Community
Association has agreed to work with Lake County’s Department
of Public works to establish a Road Maintenance Benefit Zone
to repair the roads within the Clear Lake Riviera Subdivision.

This is the same program that has been adopted by a few
other associations around the county namely Buckingham and

New Bill Provides Mortgage Relief to Homeowners
SACRAMENTO – North Coast State Senator Patricia Wiggins
(D-Santa Rosa) is a co-author of new legislation designed to pro-
vide urgent mortgage relief to California homeowners.

Senate Bill 1137, introduced by Senate President Pro-Tem
Don Perata (D-Oakland), was approved 6-3 Tuesday by the

Senate Committee on Banking, Finance and Insurance.
SB 1137 would enact a comprehensive package of reforms

designed to prevent unnecessary foreclosures from further wors-
ening state and local economies and housing markets.

Specifically, the bill would require lenders to contact borrow-

Robert Stark Makes Bid for
District 5 Supervisor

Longtime Lake County resident Robert Stark is seeking to be
the District 5 Supervisor. Stark, who has managed the Cobb
Area County Water District for more than 20 years, feels he can
be an effective supervisor for Kelseyville, Soda Bay,
Buckingham, the Rivieras, Konocti Bay and the Cobb area.

The Park In The Clear Lake Riviera
Is Coming Closer To Reality
by Kim Clymire, director of Lake County Public Services

(KELSEYVILLE)—Currently there is no park within miles of
the largest subdivision in Lake County. The tentative timeline
plan is to have the engineer finish the drawing to include con-

—BENEFIT continued on page 3

—RELIEF continued on page 3

—BANDS continued on page 3

Get organic vegetables and plants
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesday

through Friday, at Barber’s Country
Farm, 4680 Clark Dr. in Kelseyville.

Produce is also available at
Kelseyville Farmer’s Market, 4350

Thomas Dr., Highway 29—on
Saturdays from May through the end

of October, 8:30 a.m. to noon. Call
Barber’s at (707) 349-2518.—FARM continued on page 3
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VA/FHA, Manufactured Homes,
First Time Home Buyers,

Conventional Residential, Refis 
and Equity Lines and Loans

IN LAKE COUNTY

Bank of America

Equal Housing Lender  

Doug Codling
Mortgage Loan Officer
Retail Mortgage Sales

Office: (707) 738-4344
Fax: 707.994.4130 
douglas.l.codling@bankofamerica.com

buyers are used to seeing as much as 25 percent of available inventory as new. That’s your com-
petition, and the closer you can get the buyer to new, the likelier you are to sell your home.

• Be upfront with disclosures. Don’t wait for the buyer to get a home inspection, or the buyer
could find a reason to wiggle out of the deal. Get a preliminary inspection yourself, so you can
improve the condition of your home before a buyer sees it. Keep receipts of recent improve-
ments and provide estimates on optional upgrades. These actions will reinforce your trustworthi-
ness as a seller and help overcome objections from the buyer.

With new homes, buyers have some guarantees that systems will be fixed by the builder if
they fail, but they have no such guaranteed with an existing home. Providing a home warranty
will go a long way in assuring the buyer.

• Be realistic. Your price should be competitive with nearby comparable homes with similar
features and approximate condition that have sold or are on the market within the last three
months. You may find that homes are taking longer to sell and that buyers are more selective.
Your buyer may be using the Internet to find home valuation sites, so search those sites yourself
and be ready to defend your price with proper comparables from your Realtor®.

Remember, your home is competing with new construction and with the buyer’s idea of what
a home should look like. Over 33 percent of home buyers prefer a home less than 10 years old,
yet the typical home purchased by all buyers was 12 years of age. That suggests that condition
is very important. If you can ease your buyer’s fears about the condition of your home, you’re
much more likely to strike a deal. 

TIPS continued from page 9—

STARK continued from cover—

“There are many issues which come before the board that require sound management skills,”
says Stark. “It is my belief that I have what it takes to make sensible and reasonable decisions.”

Stark has been working to reorganize the Lake County Water Works Association in order to
provide a continuity of information between the numerous water agencies and county adminis-
trators. “Water has to be one of the top priorities with our supervisors. We have it, others want
it, we need to protect it and use it wisely,” he says.

Stark understands that growth is inevitable, but that it must be reasoned and balanced. “I
believe in the local Lake County contractor working to build homes for a wide variety of
people, income groups and needs,” Stark says. He feels that the infill of existing subdivisions
should be promoted, and that large tracts of homes build by “mega builders” are not in Lake
County’s best interest.

Stark promotes agriculture and is committed to the advancement of high efficiency, high
yield, organic horticultural advancements. He is opposed to genetically modified organisms and
endorses Lake County as being a GE-free zone, saying, “It is imperative that we find ways to
help farmers keep and maintain these valuable soils.”

Stark has been active in the community and is a long-time board member of the Friends of
Cobb Mountain. This environmental group has worked with the geothermal industry for the last
30 years on a wide variety of issues, including air and water quality, as well as seismic activity
caused by the reinjection of wastewater into the steam field. Friends of Cobb Mountain were
instrumental in the development of the Memorandum of Understanding with logging interests in
the Cobb area. Stark is “proud of the work done by the Friends of Cobb Mountain, as we have
worked with industry to find mitigative measures that work for all involved.”

Stark is a member of the Mountain Lions Club of Cobb, and is actively involved in the Big
Valley Watershed Council, the South Lake County Fire District Master Plan Rewrite Committee,
the Lake County Integrated Water Management Plan Stakeholders, the Geothermal Air
Monitoring Program, the Cobb Geothermal Mitigation Fund and attads the Big Valley
Groundwater Management Zone Commission hearings.

Stark’s Web site, robertstark.wikispaces.com, has a wide variety of position statements and biog-

raphical information. He may also be reached by e-mail at cobbstark@cs.com.
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Irene Rivas
REALTOR®

707-264-4911 office
707-263-2641 fax
707-489-5864 cell

707-263-5168 home
irene@countryair.com

Steve McKenzie
REALTOR®

707-318-9992 cell
707-263-2641 fax

steve@countryair.com
www.SteveAtCPS.com  

9732 Marmot Way • Kelseyville
MLS #104359 • $175,000

Great 3 BR, 2 BA home within walking distance to
town. Check out the PRICE! There is a large yard.
Wrought Iron fencing. Easy maintenance. Call IRENE
RIVAS for more information.

252 S. Polk St. • Lakeport
MLS #105003 • $264,000

1000 Oak Park • Lakeport
MLS #102259 • $500,000

3 BR, 2.5 BA single level home boasts spacious rooms
with elegant touches throughout. The great room has
a more casual feel and the formal living room is luxu-
riously comfortable. Call IRENE RIVAS for more infor-
mation.

1050 Oak Park Way • Lakeport
MLS #102889 • $599,900

This is a beautiful Lake View parcel with great poten-
tial. Seller claims neighbor will allow well access.
Perfect for building your dream home. Call BRYAN VAN
LINGEN at (707) 277-9255 ext. 104

744 Zeno Rd. • Lakeport North
MLS #106327 • $219,900

Manuf. home on 2.45 acres. Private and peaceful. Has
a small lakeview, oak trees, storage sheds. There is a
lg living rm with monitor heater. Master bedroom has
walk-in closet. Dining rm with serve through counters.
Call IRENE RIVAS for more information.

675 Stardust Ct. • Lakeport
MLS #105112 • $375,000

2379 Lakeshore Dr. • Nice
MLS #102169 • $350,000

Live in main 2 BR, 1 BA home and rent out the 2 BR, 1 BA
separate second home in the back! Both homes in good
condition. Central heating and air. Great rental potential,
seller to look at all offers! Home inspection and pest
inspection on file. Call IRENE RIVAS for more information.

350 16th St. • Lakeport
MLS #101349 • $269,000

Cozy 24' x 60' Manuf Home in Nice park. Roof redone
in 2000. Sunken tub in master bathroom. Large car-
port. View of the lake. Monitor heater. Washer, dryer &
fridge included! Call IRENE RIVAS for more information.

5830 Robin Hill Dr. #26 • Lakeport 
MLS #96735 • $107,500

Beautiful lakefront resort offers Commercial resort (CR)
zoning along the shores of beautiful Clearlake.Approx. 95'
of frontage along Clearlake. There are two, 2 unit duplex-
es and can have up to 15 units on this wonderful proper-
ty. Call BRYAN VAN LINGEN at (707) 277-9255 ext. 104  

11755 E. Hwy 20 • Clearlake Oaks
MLS #106220 • $1,260,000

Country charm on 13 beautiful acres in Upper Lake! 3
BR, 2 BA, 2,400 sq. ft. ranch home PLUS two separate
detached 2 car garages! Only 5 miles from Hwy 20.
HUGE rooms, lots of closet space, open kitchen. Call
IRENE RIVAS for more information.

12255 Elk Mountain Road • Upper Lake
MLS #106227 • $549,500

Laminate wood floors throughout, a fabulous wrap-
around deck with plenty of room to entertain and enjoy
the lake and mountain views. There is a two car
garage, a carport, and plenty of room to park in the
driveway. Call IRENE RIVAS for more information.

Lakefront parcel with beautiful shimmering trees,
sandy beach & hard to find cement boat ramp. More
than 200' of useable lake frontage, level building site.
This parcel located at Shell Cove. Drastic Price
Reduction! Call IRENE RIVAS for more information.

4387 Foothill Dr. • Lucerne
MLS #105817 • $62,900

A mostly flat, buildable lot in a very nice neighbor-
hood. Some views of the lake and Mt. Konocti. Water
meter hook-up is already there and all utilities are
available. Call STEVE McKENZIE for more information.

1285 Shady Ln. • Lakeport North
MLS #105850 • $695,000

Lovely inground pool, spa, green house, barn with
horse area, and landscaping. Family room and bath
downstairs, a wine cellar, and more. Just a few min-
utes to downtown Lakeport shops and restaurants.
Call STEVE MCKENZIE for more information.

350 Armstrong St. • Lakeport
MLS #101593 • $315,000

On 1/3 acre with a storefront/workshop. Located two
blocks from Main Street and the Lake County Court
House. This is an “as is” sale and the owners are will-
ing to negotiate regarding the cost of work needed.
Call STEVE MCKENZIE for more information.

4 BR, 3.5 BA house with large rooms throughout.
Currently under construction, will be sold unfinished
as is. Located on nearly an acre. Unfinished area
under the home could be permitted for a bonus room.
Call IRENE RIVAS for more information.

under consideration by congress include higher
loan limits for high-cost states like California,”
he said. “The proposed legislation also includes
a reduction in the down payment requirement
for FHA loans and will include condominiums
in the FHA single-family program, which will
make it easier for buyers in the condominium
market to qualify for loans.”

Closed escrow sales of homes in Lake
County totaled 33 in March according to the
MLS. Countywide home sales activity
decreased 51.5 percent from March 2007.

The median price of a home in Lake County
during March 2008 was $225,000, a 23.2 per-
cent decrease from the revised $293,000 median
for March 2007, the MLS reported. The March
2008 median price increased 4.8 percent com-
pared with February’s $220,000 median price.

“The Federal Reserve Bank’s recent action to
reduce the federal funds rate will have little
near-term direct effect on the housing market,”
said C.A.R. Vice President and Chief Economist
Leslie Appleton-Young. “However, Fed rate cuts
should result in more favorable real estate

finance rates as we move through the year.”
Highlights of Lake County’s housing figures

for March 2008:
• Lake County’s Unsold Inventory Index for

homes in March 2008 was 31.9 months, com-
pared with 17.4 months for the same period a
year ago. The index indicates the number of
months needed to deplete the supply of homes
on the market at the current sales rate. 

• Thirty-year fixed-mortgage interest rates
averaged 5.85 percent during March 2008, com-
pared with 6.29 percent in March 2007, accord-
ing to Freddie Mac. Adjustable-mortgage inter-
est rates averaged 5.24 percent in March 2008,
compared with 5.51 percent in March 2007. 

• The average number of days it took to sell a sin-
gle-family home was 165 days in March 2008, com-
pared with 153 for the same period a year ago. ■

If you are interested in selling your home and would
like to know what it’s worth, call Irene Rivas and

Steve McKenzie who are Realtors® with Country Air
Properties. Irene can be reached at (707) 264-4911 or
Irene@CountryAir.com. Steve can be reached at (707)

318-9992 or Steve@CountryAir.com..

RED HOT continued from cover—

Rick, who has lived in Kelseyville for 38 years and
married to Laura for 30 years, started growing organic,
chemical/pesticide-free produce two years ago. “I use
peat moss and slow-release nutrients. I hand-mix all my
soils. It’s pretty labor intensive. I plant everything by seed
in little plug trays. From there, I transplant everything
into 4-inch pots. Right now I’ve got more than 9,500
four-inch pots,” he added.

Customers, said Rick, have responded positively to
his organic produce. “It’s so cool, it really is! My

repeat-customer base is growing like crazy. It’s so neat to see
them come back to the farm every year. You can really see
people’s excitement when they come to my ranch—the plants
basically sell themselves. That’s what it’s about for me—the
people. I love to hear the stories about how well the plants did
from last year or the year before,” said Rick.

Rick said he makes his own soils and then grows all of the
plants from seed. “I find that if I do a good job growing my

plants, I don’t have to be a good salesman. And the neatest thing about all of this is the peo-
ple that we have met,” added Rick.

At Barber’s Country Farm, customers are able to walk around and pick out the plants that
they want. That’s the fun part, explained Rick.

After selling the plants, the rest are planted in the garden. The resulting vegetables are
then sold at the Kelseyville Farmer’s Market located at Steele Wines, in Kelseyville. “Our
specialty is tomato plants—specifically, heirlooms. My favorite is the Cherokee Purple. I
think it has the best flavor of any tomato!”

FARM continued from cover—


